
POLICY STATEMENT ON PRACTICE PARAMETERS
(Approved by House of Delegates on October 13, 1993)

Practice parameters are developed to demonstrate indi-
cations and/or methods for diagnosis, management and
treatment of specific clinical problems.

Practice Parameters include standards, guidelines and
other strategies.

Standards are rules; e.g., minimum requirements for
sound practice. They are generally accepted principles
for patient management.

Guidelines are recommendations for patient man-
agement that may identify a particular management
strategy or a range of management strategies.

Variances from practice parameters may be acceptable
based on the judgment of the responsible anesthesiologist.
Practice parameters are intended to encourage quality
patient care, but cannot guarantee any specific patient
outcome. They are subject to revision from time to time as
warranted by the evolution of technology and practice.

Practice parameters are recommended to the ASA Board of
Directors and House of Delegates. Committees which
develop practice parameters are not empowered to define
interpretations for specific institutions, organizations or
practices.

Members of the Society are responsible for interpreting
and applying practice parameters to their own institutions
and practices. The practice parameters adopted by ASA are
not necessarily the only evidence of appropriate care. An
individual physician should have the opportunity to show
that the care rendered, even if departing from the
parameters in some respects, satisfies the physician's duty
to the patient under all the facts and circumstances.

In addition to standards and guidelines, the ASA House of
Delegates has approved a number of documents variously
titled Statements, Positions or Protocols. These documents
represent expressions of view by the House on a variety of
subjects, but have not necessarily been subjected to the
same level of formal scientific review as Standards or
Guidelines. Variances from the terms of these documents
may also be acceptable based on sound judgment of the
responsible anesthesiologist.  Appearing on the following
pages are the Standards, Guidelines, Positions and
Protocols.

References for each Practice Parameter appear below.
Because of their length, ASA’s Practice Parameters do not
appear in this booklet.  Copies may be obtained from the
ASA Publications Department.
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